
Neoliberalization of Nature: REDD+ carbon trade causes forest use conflict 

REDD+ is a mechanism for 

climate mitigation in developing 

countries under UNFCCC. A 

reduction of forest carbon 

emissions translates to a plus 

in carbon stocks. Conservation 

incentives are given through a 

performance-based payments 

scheme financed on a market, 

fund or mixed basis. 

REDD+ serves 

but to evade 

emission 

reduction 

obligations

Land grabbing violates

our land tenure rights! 

No rights? No REDD!

REDD+ has failed: 

Rising deforestation in Peru!
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Conflict arises because

neoliberalizing practices of

Corporate Social Responsibility/ 

Greenwashing of the major

funder Walt Disney Company 

collide with indigenous forest

use principles of environmental 

justice as weak REDD+ gover-

nance fails to meet goals of

conservation and participation.

Local REDD+ project

Alto Mayo: 2007: United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)

Strengthening of indigenous rights
Principle of free prior and informed consent

2010: Cancún safeguards 

2010: Dedicated Grant Mechanism for 
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities

2013: Warsaw Framework for REDD+

Increasing positive REDD+ impact
Calls for participation of local communities

Enhancing of indigenous forestry

Focus on financial and methodological part of 
REDD+ implementation

Legal Framework:

Solutions:

1. Reforms in governance & institutions for a…

2. clear assignment of responsibilities via integrated legal frameworks to guarantee…

3. land titles of local communities, social inclusion & benefit-sharing in the REDD+ process only possible through…

4. an alignment of forest governance with policies regarding extractive industry and agriculture.

178,000 ha of cloud 

forest at western edge 

of Amazon basin

Local community: 

Indigenous Awajún
and Andean migrants

Private & public credits 

& donations for: 

conservation 

agreements & 

participation of local 
community

Forest governance 

lacks legitimacy due to 

weak participation, 

transparency
and accountability

Local

Awajún

We depend on 

forest resources. 

You offer 20 

cents per 

hectare! No 

carbon piracy & 

foreign capital 

accumulation!

Open market access
& diversified carbon
prices
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